Royal College of Organists Scholarships and Awards Fact Sheet 

Open Awards

Group A:
Noel Bonavia-Hunt Bequest



Mrs Alice Bonwick Bequest



Miss Agnes Ethel Freeth Bequest



Mrs Nellie Parnaby Bequest
Value:

Various, usually between £100 and £200

The bequests provide income and assist students who are training to become organists.  Grants may be used towards the cost of lessons with approved teachers, for short courses and other events.  They are usually awarded in respect of one academic year but consideration may be given to applications from students for a second year or further award.  There is no upper or lower age limit but preference is usually given to students under nineteen. 

Group B:
Lady Aline Cholmondeley Award

Douglas May Award
 

Samuel Paterson Baird Award

Barbara Maude Osborne Award

Value:

At least £400 each

These awards will normally be made to full-time music students at  

undergraduate or postgraduate level.  They may be used towards the cost of additional courses or lessons for which the holder receives no local authority or government grants and may be used in this country or abroad.  Two or more of these awards may be combined in case of an outstanding candidate, or single awards may be divided between applicants.  They are usually awarded in respect of one academic year but consideration may be given to applications from students for a second year or further award.



William Robertson Exhibition 

Value:

£250 per annum

Tenable by any organ student for up to three years and the income used towards tuition fees and/or the cost of the purchase of music.

Awards at particular institutions

R J Pitcher Scholarship

Value:

£350 per annum 

Tenable at the Royal College of Music and the Royal Academy of Music by alternate holders and may be held by any one student for up to three years.

Sir John Goss Exhibitions 

Value:

£200 per annum 

Tenable at the Royal Academy of Music and by a male ex-chorister and may be held for up to three years.    

Mary Layton Organ Exhibition 

Value:

£2000 per annum

Open only to female organists and tenable for one year at either the Royal College of Music, the Royal Academy of Music or the Royal Northern College of Music.  Available only every other year.

Other special awards

Harry Moreton Memorial Scholarship

Value:

At least £800 per annum which may be divided between suitable 

candidates where appropriate.

Tenable only by students whose home is in either Devon or Cornwall.

Applications will be considered for grants towards graduate and postgraduate studies in this country or abroad and also for grants towards local courses of organ lessons with teachers approved by the College.

Dr D E Braggins Prize

Value:

At least £650

To be competed for annually by female organists under the age of twenty-one.

Test pieces will include an allegro movement in trio form by J S Bach, a nineteenth-century florid piece and an advanced sight reading test.



The Eddie Palmer Memorial Award

Value:

£400 per annum 

Awarded to any organist under the age if 25 living in the United Kingdom, for the furtherance of the study of the organ, particularly with the intention of taking any College examination.  

Preference will be given to those living, studying and working in Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire or Northamptonshire, England

Travelling Scholarships

Forsyth-Grant/Hurford Travelling Scholarships

Value:

One or two scholarships to a total value of £1500

Applicants are required to be members of the College age not less than eighteen and not more than twenty-six years of age.  They maybe of any nationality but must ordinarily be residents in the United Kingdom or Republic of Ireland.  The successful applicant will be expected to spend a minimum of eighteen days examining and playing organs on one or more European Countries and to take at least one consultation lesson with a recognised teacher of high repute.  On return to this country the holder is required to write a dissertation on what he or she has discovered from the experience.  Short-listed candidates will be asked to attend an interview at the College. 
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